Profile of incoming PBA President Matt Creme




ike many lawyers of his generation, 55-year-old Matt Creme says his interest in the law was

awakened by Atticus Finch, the heroic lawyer-protagonist in To Kill a Mockingbird. | think it

was a combination of things,” Creme said. “The respect he had, Atticus had, for the law; the

respect the community had for Atticus.|I'm a bookish guy, too, and that comes through, that Atticus

lives a life of the mind even in his little rural community.”

10 Kill @ Mockingbird was set in rural
Alabama, whereas Creme grew up in rural
north central Pennsylvania, in the small
town of Berwick, Columbia County. But
one can find parallels anywhere: political
strategist James Carville once famously
described Pennsylvania as Philadelphia
and Pittsburgh with Alabama in between.
That dubious comparison notwithstand-
ing, the richness of Matthew J. Creme
Jrs upbringing seems to have set the path
to the person he has become: respected
lawyer, wide-ranging community volun-
teer, father and husband, man of faith
and soon-to-be leader of Pennsylvania’s
organized legal community.

He grew up in an Italian-language parish
in the West End of Berwick, in whar he
describes as a “solid, immigrant, Catholic
blue-collar background ... in a kind of
insulated ethnic community.” He
absorbed the American story. His neigh-
bors were other Italians, Slovaks, Jews and
African-Americans. His grandfather, Paul
Caciolo, came to America from Italy as a
boy and worked as a steelworker in “The
Shop” — a 14-block-long industrial com-
plex in the heart of Berwick. His grand-
mother, Regina, died in childbirth with
his youngest uncle, and his mother,
Elizabeth, took over as lady of the house
when she was 9 years old. When
Elizabeth married Matthew ]. Creme Sr.,
they lived with his grandfather. Young
Matt Creme’s father worked in The Shop,
then got a job as a bookkeeper at the
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise and worked
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his way up to chief financial officer. As
they grew up, Creme’s two sisters shared a
bedroom and Creme and his grandfather
also shared a bedroom, right up until
Matr left for college.

Creme credits his teachers at Berwick
Area High School for encouraging his
interest in the law. “We had one Catholic
lawyer. We had one Jewish lawyer. We
had one Ukrainian lawyer. It didn’t seem
like that was something that was available
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Arm of

Agricultural law Forum 2011

6 CLE credits (5 substantive/1 ethics)
June 8, 2011—Mechanicsburg; Simulcast:
Johnston, Mansfield, New Castle,
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Warren, West
Chester

Equine law

4 CLE credits (3 substantive/1 ethics)
June 2, 2011—Malvern-Penn State Great Valley
Flowing in the Future:
Evolving Water Issues

4 CLE credits (substantive)

June 21—Simulcast: Allentown, Erie,
Mechanicsburg, Media, Philadelphia,
Pittsburgh, West Chester, Wilkes-Barre,
York

General Practitioners’ Update
2011

6 CLE credits (5 substantive/1 ethics)
June 15, 2011 —Philadelphia-The CLE Conf. Ctr.
June 22, 2011— Pittsburgh-PBI Prof. Conf. Ctr.
June 29, 2011 —Mechanicsburg; Simuilcast:
Allentown, Beaver, Chambersburg,
Doylestown, Greensburg, Meadville,
Media, Mill Hall, New Castle, Norristown,
Reading, Stroudsburg, Warren,
Waynesburg, Wilkes-Barre, Wiliamsport,
York

Municipal Law Colloquium
2011

10 CLE credits (9 substantive/1 ethics)
June 3/4, 2011 — Lancaster-Lancaster Co. Conv. Ctr.
PA's New Adoption Amendments
3 CLE credits (2 substantive/1 ethics)
May 25, 2011—Simulcast: Doylestown,
Easton, Erie, Johnstown, Mechanicsburg,
West Chester, Wilkes-Barre, Williamsport,
York

TSA: Patting Down Your Rights:
Part of PBI's Public Policy Series

2 CLE credits (substantive)

May 18, 2011 —Simulcast: Allentown,
Easton, Johnstown, Mansfield, Meadville,
Mechanicsburg, Mill Hall, Philadelphia,
Pittsburgh, Uniontown, Warren, West
Chester, Wilkes-Barre, Williamsport

*Must attend entire program to receive
ethics credit.

For further information on these seminars call PBI's Customer
Service Department at (§00) 247-4724. Visit us on the Web at:
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to just anybody, but my teachers were

very encouraging, and when 1 was in high
school one in particular recommended
Dickinson College as a place where 1
should go i 1 had an interest in the law.
That was really a never-look-back sort

of thing.”

He did, indeed, attend Dickinson,
graduating summa cum laude in 1977
with a degree in po[z'tica[ science.
“Somebody gave me advice that it 1 liked
Carlisle 1 shouldn't spend seven years
there, so 1 applied to some big city law
schools and, trankly, 1 picked Washington
over Philadelphia and decided to go to
Georgetown over Penn. That was a happy
result because, in addition to everything
else, Georgetown Law School was avery
Catholic place, and 1 learned you can be a
person of faith and live a life of the mind.

You know, the Jesuits are very good at
that.” He says he “came our of there a
pretty well-educated lawyer” with the
intention of rerurning to Pennsylvania
to practice.

Berwick was economically depressed, so
he looked elsewhere. He answered a
placement oftice ad for a clerkship with a
judge in Lancaster County. The judge was
Paul A. Mueller Jr. Creme got the job and
spent ayear, 1980-81, with the judge.
Mueller says the young law grad was
bright, well disciplined and a good writer.
They got on well. The judge says he
enjoyed ml)%z'ﬂg books with Creme and
liked his “even temperament” and “grand
sense of humor” The two have remained
close since. “1 have three daughters and
no sons, but I would be proud to have
Matt as a son,” Mueller says. He intends




to be present for Creme’s swearing in as
the 117th president of the PBA. That
event will be doubly special for Mueller.
The last PBA president from Lancaster
County was Paul A. Mueller Sr., the
judge’s father, who died while serving in
the presidency in 1956.

It was the judge’s recommendation that in
1981 landed Creme at the Lancaster law
firm of Nikolaus & Hohenadel L.L.P,
where he has spent his entire career. He
became a partner in 1988, began serving
on the management committee in 2001
and is currently chair of the land use
practice group. Founding partmer John P,
“Jack” Hohenadel says Creme more than

lived up to the judge’s recommendation,
describing Creme as “incredibly articulate
and intelligent” and “a role model for
people coming out of law school.” He
says the PBA will benefit from Creme’s
“great ability to seek and find consensus
among people.” The firm’s Donald H.
Nikolaus echoes that sentiment, describ-
ing Creme as a “lawyer’s lawyer, someone
who brings people together.”

Creme has practiced extensively in the
area of land use and developed an unusual
niche. In the early 1980s he received a
phone call from an executive in Kansas
City who said he needed a zoning and
planning lawyer in Lancaster County and

had found Creme in Martindale-Hubbell.
“I went to Georgetown and you went to
Gcorge{own,” the man said. The call
came from a company then known as
United Telespectrum. As a result, Creme
WOund llp handllng [hﬂ lcgal W()rk for the
first cellular phone tower in Lancaster
County and the first in York County.
“That’s how it started,” Creme said.
United Telespectrum became Vanguard
Cellular, which became Sprint, which
became Cingular, which became AT&T
Wireless. “Back then we thought this is
pretty cool, [but] in a couple of years it’s
going to be done. Most improbably, I've
become one of the couple of cell tower
people in the state because I was in on the

Congratulations and Best Wishes
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